
Library News
November 2025

Crown Hills Community College
Gwendolen Road, Leicester LE5 5FT
Tel: 0116 273 6893

ce@crownhills.leicester.sch.uk
crownhills.com

HT
UO

Y 
A 

FO
 Y

RA
ID

 E
HT

Simon
Mills



Students in years 7, 8 and 9 have the opportunity to enter the Young Poet Laureate 
competition. To do so, they need to write an original poem on any topic and in any style and 
submit it to the school librarian before Friday 19th December 2025.

All participants will receive merits and certi�cates with a prize for the winner.

If students would like their work to also be entered into the national Young Poet Laureate 
competition they should also include a statement (up to 1 side A4) about their thoughts on 
poetry and why they would like to be Young Poet Laureate.
 
If shortlisted to compete for Young Poet Laureate (Midlands region) students will see their 
work published in a celebratory anthology and attend a regional masterclass with professional 
poets in Spring 2026.

Young Poet Laureates will be in the role between June 2026 and June 2027. During that time, 
they will:
• Become ambassadors for poetry in their region
• Take part in a poetry mentoring programme with professional poets
• Write poems for commission
• Have the opportunity to be published
• Have the opportunity to attend performances and perform

Young Poet Laureate

7 for 7 Book Challenge
Between November and February, Year 7 students at Crown Hills Community 
College are taking part in the 7 for 7 Book Challenge organised by Creative 
Learning Services. The shortlisted books have been selected by librarians at 
Creative Learning Services speci�cally for their appeal to Year 7 students.

They will be encouraged to broaden their reading horizons by exploring a variety 
of genres and styles from adventure, fantasy, and mystery to contemporary and 
historical, and tackle a number of themes including prejudice, identity, the 
environment and politics. We hope these books will inspire our students, engage 
their minds, inspire critical thinking, and ignite their passion for reading.

Copies of all of the books are available to borrow from the school library. They will 
be exclusively available to year 7 students during the challenge. 

At the end of the challenge, students will be encouraged to rate the books that 
they have read and decide which of the books is number one amongst CHCC 
students. 

Reading and reviewing these books will be an eligible activity for Brettow with 
participation certi�cates being awarded, and there will also be multiple 
opportunities to take part in activities and contests linked to the books on the 
shortlist. 
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As well as the physical books in the school library, Crown Hills students also have access to ebooks in the 
school elibrary. Ebooks are electronic books which can be read on a smartphone, tablet or computer. They 
can be accessed from anywhere and at any time. 

To get started:
1. On your smartphone, computer or tablet at 
home, download the ePlatform by Wheelers app 
from the app store of your device or go to the 
website: https://eplatform.co/uk
2.  Go to Find Libraries and search for Crown 
Hills Community College. Select Crown Hills 
Community  College from the results and it will 
take you to our e-Library.
3.  Sign in with your Crown Hills username and 
password – this is the same one you use to 
login to the school computers. You can now 
browse, borrow and read!

Have you tried ebooks ?

Welcome to the latest edition of Library News. This 
termly newsletter will keep you up to date with all 
the news, reviews and events associated with the 
library. It has been a busy term already in the library. 
 In this �rst edition of the 2025/2026 school year, we 
look back at the activities that have been going on, 
as well as look forward to those that will be starting
 soon.

Stephanie Vann
Librarian



Years 7 and 8: How to Access Accelerated Reader for Homework

Students should read books from the library/e-library based on their ZPD range. These books are all colour-coded.
0.0 – 1.9 = GREEN
2.0 – 2.9 = ORANGE
3.0 – 3.9 = PURPLE
4.0 – 4.9 = YELLOW
5.0 – 5.9 = RED
6.0+         = BLACK

Accessing Accelerated Reader at Home:

Go to the school website and select Students from the top row
Click on the orange Accelerated Reader button
On the welcome page:
Click: I am a Student
Log on with your school computer username
The password is: crown123

Using the Library for Accelerated Reader:

Year 7 have access to the library on Tuesdays during break and lunchtime. Year 8 have access to the library on 
Mondays during break and lunchtime. Students are welcome to borrow and return books during this time, they 
can also complete Accelerated Reader quizzes. There is an optional Homework club every day after school in the 
library until 3.45pm if students would like to complete their reading quizzes then.

 

Accelerated Reader

French & Spanish Novels

Did you know that we have a selection of 
�ction books and graphic novels written 
in French and Spanish in the library for 
students studying those languages to 

practice their reading. 
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CHCC Top 10 Current
Most Borrowed Books

6 7 8 9 10

CHCC Most Active
Form Groups by Number

of Students Reading

 7C, 7O and 7W (Joint)
8C, 8L and 8R (Joint)
 9O
10I and 10U (Joint)
11H, 11N and 11O (Joint)

 

1. The Cheat Book by Ramzee
2. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
3. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Hot Mess by Je� Kinney
4. Dog Man: The Scarlet Shedder by Dav Pilkey
5. Dork Diaries: Drama Queen by Rachel Renee Russell
6. I Am Wolf by Alastair Chisholm
7. Tom Gates: Happy to Help (Eventually) by Liz Pichon
8. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J. K. Rowling
9. The House Trap by Emma Read
10. I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys

Yusuf Admani 7A

Younes Belala 8S 

Numair Ahmad 9A

Fatimah Zahra Wahab 10N

Hamza Manjothi 11S

Yr 7

Yr 8

Yr 9

Yr 10

Yr 11

CHCC Most Active Readers
by Number of Books Borrowed

(Physical and E-Books)



Library Lessons
All students in years 7, 8 and 9 will be coming to the library this term through 
the Humanities faculty as part of a programme of library lessons intended to 
promote a whole school reading culture. During these lessons, students will 
be introduced to books and authors that they might not otherwise have been 
familiar with across a wide range of genres and styles, both �ction and 
non-�ction, on themes relevant to the topics being studied this year in 
Humanities. 

In addition, students in years 7 and 8 have visited the library during their 
English lessons to familiarise themselves with the Accelerated Reader system 
and what they need to do to complete their half-termly reading homework.

Students were given an opportunity at the end of each library lesson to 
browse the library shelves and to borrow books. It was wonderful to see how 
many students took advantage of this opportunity, many borrowing books 
featured in the lessons, as well as exploring others upon the shelves. 

Introducing Our Student Librarians
It is a new school year and that means new student librarians in the library. I would like to thank those former student 
librarians who are now in year 11 for all their support of the library last school year. They all did an amazing job.

Seven student librarians from years 8, 9 and 10 will be continuing in the role. In addition, six new student librarians are 
joining them from years 7 and 8. These student librarians will be in the library at breaks and lunchtimes. You will see 
them at the library desk issuing and returning books, as well as putting returned books back on to the shelves and 
helping other students to �nd something to read. They will also be helping with events such as World Book Day, as well 
as with other reading challenges and this library newsletter.

Do come and ask them for help if you need it. They can be identi�ed by the blue librarian badges pinned to their school 
blazer. They are all keen readers themselves and can make suggestions and recommendations if you are looking for 
something new to read. 



National Poetry Day
National Poetry Day is the annual mass celebration at the beginning of October that encourages everyone to make, 
experience and share poetry with family and friends in order to encourage a love of language and celebrate poetry’s 
power to bring people together. 

At CHCC, we held a Poetry Reading Challenge in the library at lunchtime on Friday 3rd October 2025. This was open 
to students from all year groups. 

Many chose to perform one of our selected poems which �tted in with the theme as announced by the National 
Poetry Day organisers; this year, this was Play, and poems included ‘Monopoly’ by Paul Farley, ‘Playthings’ by 
Rabindranath Tagore, and ‘The Cricket’s Game’ by Gordon Snell.

Some of our students, however, recited poems which they had written themselves.

All of the students did really well and are to be applauded for their hard work, enthusiasm and courage in standing 
up before an audience to speak out loud, something which not everyone �nds easy. They have all received 
certi�cates and merits for their e�orts, and are able to claim this as an activity in their Brettow passport.

Magazines
Did you know that, as well as books, the library also has magazines? A selection of popular magazines catering to a 
variety of interests – including BBC History, National Geographic Traveller, Horrible Histories, Top Gear, PC Gamer, 
Empire, How It Works and Science Focus – are available for students to read in the library. 



This Months Recomended Reads....

Year
7

Year
8

Year
9

Year
10

Year
11

Year 8 – A Grave Inheritance – Felicity Epps

Year 9 – iNSiDE – S. A. Gales

After her father and older sister both die suddenly, Dolores is left with the family's inheritance, and a large
 house she's sure is haunted. Teaming up with her occult-obsessed neighbour, Ada, and the mysterious 
spiritual medium, Violet, the three girls plan to dispel the bad spirits from Dolores' home. But then Dolores 
uncovers a clue that suggests her sister Edith's death wasn't due to natural causes.

Available from the school library.

Naya will do anything to make her mother, the General, proud. So when her mother asks her to take on a 
top-secret, dangerous assignment, to spy on the Spiravits, a dangerous enemy with powers no one
 understands, she accepts. But what if everything she thought she knew was wrong? How can she complete 
her mission when she can no longer tell truths from lies?
 
Available from the school library.

Year 10 – The Rose Bargain – Sasha Peyton Smith
Every citizen of England is granted one bargain from their immortal fae queen. High society girls are expected 
to bargain for qualities that will win them suitors. But Ivy Benton’s debut season arrives with a shocking twist: 
a competition to secure the heart of the Queen’s son, Prince Bram. A prize that could save Ivy’s family from ruin…
and free her sister from the bargain that destroyed her.

Available from the school library.

Year 11 – Oxford Blood – Rachael Davis-Featherstone
Eva has set her sights on studying English at Oxford University. Atmospheric old libraries; secret societies;
 eccentric professors – it’s the stu� of her dreams. When she and her best friend, George, are invited to
 Interview Week, it seems like those dreams are coming true. But only a day in, George is found dead on 
the steps of a university statue. All eyes are now on Eva as she races to clear her name, uncover the truth 
– and take back her future. 

Available from the school e-library.

Year 7 – Murder at Wintertide – Fleur Hitchcock
George and his family are celebrating Christmas by the sea. But when a body washes up on the beach, 
George can't stop thinking about the strange lights he saw on the cli� top. Neither can his cousin, Isla. 
Together, they follow the clues, and as they draw nearer to the truth, they step further into danger. On 
land or at sea, someone is desperate to stop them, whatever it takes.
 
Available from the school library and e-library.

Crown Hills Community College
Gwendolen Road, Leicester LE5 5FT

Tel: 0116 273 6893
office@crownhills.leicester.sch.uk

crownhills.com


